boys are a great deal too fond, they have recourse to the Sergennts' Mess ; this mess is the ruin of most of the young men in the department. If they are not tainted by other vices, you may be sure a taste for spirits lias crept over them, which, in the course of time, developes its victims into confirmed drunkards.
The whole blame lies on apothecaries ; they are virtually the guardians of the apprentices under them, and wherever the Commander-in-Chief finds fault, it is his bounden duty to point out a remedy and direct its being strictly adhered to.
Apothecaries should regularly school the boys for a few hours daily, both in their professional and ordinary studies. This should be laid down as a duty of the apothecaries, and surgeons and assistant surgeons should see that the spirit of the order is carefully carried out, by holding periodical examinations, say, every month, to test the progress of the lads; and above all, the lads should not be allowed to mix up with the sergeants in their messes. The benefits of a system of this description are obvious. Ti.e department would then have sober, steady, smart and respectable members, instead of, as at present, such a percentage of debauched and disreputable individuals. His Excellency, by looking up para. 23, Chapter 8, of the -Bengal Medical Regulations, will observe that it is expected of both medical officers and apothecaries to see to the efficient training of apprentices; however, as no direct duties are laid down, but only directions in a general way, His Excellency will be conferring a great boon on the department, by issuing distinct and stringent orders on the subject. Yours faithfully, .An Assistant Apotiiecaey.
